Speaking Up For You Inc (SUFY) supports the Community Safeguards Coalition’s position on Forced Co-tenancy.  The Community Safeguards Coalition made contact with Disability Services and requested a list of funded Non-Government Service providers so that they could send out information about the Safeguards Coalition.  The Safeguards Coalition was told that Disability Services only had an internal list of funded services and they were not “allowed” to give out this list. However, they would consider attaching the Safeguards Coalition information to the email that they send out on a weekly basis to funded services in the Brisbane Region.  The Community Safeguards Coalition thought this was a good solution and sent Disability Services the following information.  

The Community Safeguards Coalition (CSC) is advocating against the practice of people with disability being put under pressure by current government and non-government services to live in situations which are not appropriate to their needs or which they do not choose. CSC calls this practice ‘forced co-tenancy’.  CSC has directed its concerns to DisabilityServices as the lead agency that funds and provides supports for people with disability. The outcomes CSC seeks from Disability Services are: 

1. Adopt principles, policies and practices that prevent forced co-tenancy.

2. Adopt principles, policies and practices that prevent people’s private homes being seen as potential sources of ‘beds’.

3. Ensure that control over the living arrangements of people with disability return to the authority of people with disability and/or their families.

4. Restore the policy and practice of authentic individualised funding arrangements.

My Home, My Life, My Solution!

Safeguarding people with disability from legislation, policies and

practices which deny or limit their fundamental rights.

Community Safeguards Coalition - May 2010

1. Refuse to enter into co-tenancy arrangements unless there is evidence

that this is the real and legitimate choice of the individuals concerned and

has been independently verified.

2. Refuse to enter into co-tenancy arrangements unless the people with

disabilities and their allies have been provided with the opportunity to

think about the pros and cons of a number of different support approaches.

3. Refuse to enter into co-tenancy arrangements unless this approach

to support has been the result of independently developed personalised,

individualised, customised support planning with the focus person and their allies.

4. Refuse to enter into co-tenancy arrangements but offer the option of

sitting with the focus person and their allies individually to develop

personalised, individualised, customised supports.

5. Refuse to enter into co-tenancy arrangements as a crisis or short term

solution.

6. Deliberately and intentionally deconstruct co-tenancy arrangements in

your own organisation that are not the result of independently verified

individualised, personalised and customised support planning.

After receiving the information from The Community Safeguards Coalition Disability Services sent the following email. 

If you or the organisation to which you belong is in a position to make a financial

>

> I spoke with my colleagues in relation to the flyer you provided for

> consideration for forwarding to service providers. The information they

> normally include are things like upcoming training and they felt that

> the flyer probably did not fit with their usual content.

>

> My colleague suggested linking with the local networks that your

> coalition works with to distribute the flyer or you can access a list of

> service providers on our website, unfortunately they do not have

> addresses included and I am unable to provide those addresses. You

> should be able to locate address information fairly easily.

It appears that Disability Services is stifling any debate or conversation about forced co tenancy an issue that is being raised by people with a disability, family members, advocates, concerned citizens and service providers. It is difficult to understand why Disability Services would not want to support the Safeguards Coalition to ensure people with a disability are not denied their fundamental rights. 

